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Translated by Helen Levy 16 third time round was the right one for Tomislav Nikolic (Serb Progressive Party, SNS). With

49.7% of the vote he won the Serb presidential election, the second round of which took place on
20th May. He drew ahead of outgoing Head of State Boris Tadic (Democratic Party, DS) who won
47% of the vote, thereby failing to win a third term in office.

In the first round on 6th May last Boris Tadic took a short lead over his rival. 10,000 votes (out of
a total of nearly 4 million) separated the two men: the outgoing President won 25.31% of the vote
and the nationalist leader, 25.05%.

Between rounds, Tomislav Nikolic accused Boris Tadic of electoral fraud involving 500,000 votes
in the first round and called on his fellow countrymen to demonstrate and denounce the theft on
12th May. “I maintain that hundreds of thousands of additional slips were printed and given to the
Democratic Party and that it manipulated the result,” he said. “It it time for citizens to see who they
are dealing with. The Serbs do not deserve a president who is suspected of theft,” he added descri-
bing the country as a “State led by criminals.” All international and national observers deemed the
Serb elections free and transparent, and in line with international democratic standards.

Turnout in the second round was low, totalling 46.32% - a high abstention rate that favoured

Results

second round

Political issues

Tomislav Nikolic.

“This day is the best one of my political career and of my
life,” declared Tomislav Nikolic who immediately insisted on
reassuring his supporters and also the international com-
munity, regarding his commitment to Europe. “Serbia will
stay on the path to Europe. This election has not focused
on who will lead Serbia towards the European Union but
on who will settle the economic problems caused by Boris
Tadic’s Democratic Party,” he declared.

The alliance between rounds of the nationalist leader with
the Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) of former Prime
Minister (2004-2008), Vojislav Kostunica, who is against
Belgrades’s accession to the European Union caused a stir
and was used by Tadic’s supporters to throw doubt over
his European commitment. After the elections on 11th May
2008 Tomislav Nikolic quit the Radical Party led by Vojislav
Seselj to found the Progressive Party, which says it supports
Serbia integration into the European Union. Tomislav Nikolic
stands as a pro-European nationalist : “We want to join the
EU. It has plans for us and we shall provide input.”

“Serbia has to develop its economy and do away with poverty.
We must start work to rid ourselves of corruption and crimina-
lity, put an end to political oligarchy and go and look for friends
in the wider world,” he declared. His party’s programme is
putting forward tax reductions, the end of monopolies and
tycoons and is announcing a reduction in corruption (which it
promises will bring savings of 62 billion dinars, ie around 2%
of the country’s GDP). During his electoral campaign Tomis-
lav Nikolic suggested the construction of a canal linking the
Danube to the Aegean, without however explaining how he
intended to implement such a project, which would necessa-
rily involve other countries in addition to Serbia.

“I congratulate Tomislav Nikolic on his well deserved vic-
tory. I wish him every success in this extremely difficult
function,” declared Boris Tadic. All of the polls forecast the
outgoing head of State to win by a wide margin (58% in
voting intentions) just a few days before the second round.
“This is an electoral earthquake, totally unexpected re-
sults,” stressed political analyst Slobodan Antonic. At the
end of his electoral campaign the Democratic Party leader
qualified the second round as a referendum for the Euro-
pean Union. “It is a vital day because we are deciding on
the direction we are going to take over the next five years
and even for the next decade. And the world is watching
us to see our degree of democratic maturity,” (...) “As the
former President of Serbia, if anyone is still listening to me,
I exhort the upkeep of the strategy leading us to the Euro-
pean Union,” insisted Boris Tadic.

On 9th May after the general elections the socialists, led
by outgoing Interior Minister Ivica Dacic, (Socialist Party,
SPS) which came third (14.53% of the vote and 44 seats)
decided to continue their alliance with Boris Tadic’s Demo-
cratic Party (DS) (22.11% of the vote and 67 seats). Ivica
Dacic was then quoted (with that of the Mayor of Belgrade,
Dragan Dilas (DS)) as being the next Prime Minister.
Before the election of Tomislav Nikolic, as President the Pro-
gressive Party, which came out ahead in the general election
with 24.04% of the vote and 73 seats, was due to try and
form a majority, possibly with the Socialist Party. If it does
not succeed in doing this, Serbia (where the Prime Minister
has more powers than the President, even though the latter
can veto laws) will find itself in a situation of cohabitation.
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Aged 60, Tomislav Nikolic comes from Kragujevac. He is a
trained engineer and has worked for several construction
companies. In 1990 he joined the People’s Radical Party
which, with the Serb Chetnik Movement then formed the
Radical Party. In 1991 he became an MP in the National
Assembly where he has been regularly re-elected. In March
1998 the Radical Party formed a coalition with the Socialist
Party of the President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
Slobodan Milosevic and Tomislav Nikolic became the vice-
president of the Federal Yugoslav government until the fall
of the dictator in October 2000.

Candidate in the Serb in 2000 Tomislav Nikolic came third
behind Vojislav Kostunica and Slobodan Milosevic. In 2004,
he failed in the face of Boris Tadic (45% of the vote in
the second round). In 2008, the same happened: he was
beaten again in the presidential election by the outgoing
Head of State winning 47.97% of the vote in the second
round. On 6th September he resigned from the Radical
Party (of which he was interim chairman in the absence
of Vojislav Seselj, accused of war crimes against the non-
Serbs of Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Vojvoidina by the
ICTY in The Hague) and founded the Progressive Party.
Tomislav Nikolic’s obstination has paid off in the end. On
20th May he became the second president of the Serb Re-
public.

“The tight victory clinched by Tomislav Nikolic is not a vote
of approval. Voters wanted to punish the Democratic Party.
One of the ways was to vote for Tomislav Nikolic,” analyses
sociologist and NGO Citizens’ Initiative director, Miljenko
Dereta. The Serbs have indeed been severely affected by
the economic crisis: low GDP growth (0.5% forecast in
2012), high unemployment (24% of the active population)
and a high percentage of the population living below the
poverty level. Voters have therefore expressed their lassi-
tude and sanctioned what some might qualify as the “Tadic
System”. By choosing change they will possibly be forced
into cohabitation. Sociologist Vladimir Vuletic fears “a se-
rious political crisis” and talks of “the danger of tension and
disagreement between the President of the Republic and
the government.”

the poverty line. Moreover growth of 0.5% planned for
2012 is far from guaranteed. In January the IMF froze a
payment of aid totalling 1.3 billion $ that had been set aside
for Serbia since Belgrade had not succeeded in consolida-
ting its public finances enough.

The second round of the presidential election on 20th May
next is vital: there is a choice between continuing reform
and following the path towards the EU with Boris Tadic or
adopting a more social policy with Tomislav Nikolic - this is
the alternative which the Serbs face.

Results of the Presidential Election on 6th and 20th May 2012 in Serbia

Turnout: 57.77% (1st round) and 46.32% (2nd round)

No. of % of votes No of votes % of votes
Candidates votes won won won cast
(1er tour) (1st round) (2nd round) (2nd round)
Tomislav Nikolic (Progressive Party, SNS) 979 216 25.05 1518 500 49,7
Boris Tadic (Democratic Party, DS) 989 454 25.31 1 489 800 47
Ivica Dacic (Socialist Party, SPS) 556 013 14.23
Vojislav Kostunica (Democratic Party of Serbia, 290 861 7 .44
DSS)
Zoran Stankovic (United Regions Party, URS) 257 054 6.58
Cedomir Jovanovic (Liberal-Democratic Party, 196 668 5.03
LDP)
Jadranka Seselj (Serb Radical Party, SRS) 147 793 3.78
Vladan Glisic (Dveri) 108 303 2.77
Istvan Pasztor (Union of Hungarians of Vojvoi-
dina, VMSZ) 63 420 1.62
Zoran [?rag|5|c (Workers and Farmers’ Movement 60 116 1.54
of Serbia)
Muamer Zukorlic (Coalition of Albanians of the 54 492 1.39
Presevo Valley)
Danica Grujicic (Social Democratic Alliance) 30 602 0.78

Source : Centre for free elections and democracy (CeSID) http://www.cesid.org/
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General Elections of 6th May 2012 in Serbia

Turnout: 57.77%

o
w

Political Parties No of votes won % of votes won No of seats

Coalition of the Progressive Party (SNS),
the Serb Force Movement (PSS), New Serbia 940 659 24.04 73
(NS) and the Socialist Movement (PS)

Democratic Party (DS) 863 294 22.11 67
Coalition of the Socialist Party (SPS), the

United Pensioners’ Party (PUPS) and United 567 689 14.53 44
Serbia (US)

Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) 273 532 7 21
U-Turn (Democratic Liberal Party, LDP) 255 546 6.52 19
United Regions Party (URS) 215 666 5.49 16
Radical Serb Party (SRS) 180 558 4.63 0
Dveri 169 590 4.34 0
Others 444 602 11.14 0

Source : Centre for free elections and democracy (CeSID)

You can read all of our publications on our site:
www.robert-schuman.eu
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