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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
IN BULGARIA

14th & 21st November 2021

Outgoing Bulgarian President, Rumen 
Radev wins the presidential election 

Results

Unsurprisingly, the outgoing Bulgarian head of State 

Rumen Radev -and Vice President Iliyana Yotova -, 

supported by the Socialist Party (BSP), We continue the 

Change, There is such a People (Ima takuv narod, ITN) 

and Stand Up Bulgaria! Mafia Get Out! (Izpravi se BG! 

Moutri van!), won the second round of the presidential 

election on 21 November with 66.72% of the vote, 

while the tandem of the rector of Sofia University, St. 

Clement of Ohrid, Anastas Gerdjikov, and Nevyana 

Miteva, supported by GERB and the Union of Democratic 

Forces (ODS), only won 31.8%. The two candidates had 

obtained 49.42% and 22.83% respectively in the first 

round on 14 November.

Only one third of Bulgarians fulfilled their civic duty: 

turnout was 33.7%, or -4.94 points compared to the 

first round on 14 November. 

It is worth recalling that Bulgarians have been asked 

to vote four times this year: on 4 April, 11 July and 

14 November for parliamentary elections and finally on 

21 November for the second round of the presidential 

election, the first round of which took place on the same 

day as the last parliamentary election. 

The re-election of Rumen Radev consolidates the 

victory in the parliamentary elections of the coalition 

"We continue the change", led by Kiril Petkov and Asen 

Vassilev. "The two elections combined to break with the 

looting, the arbitrariness, the eradication of the mafia in 

power. Bulgaria is emerging from the doldrums," said 

Rumen Radev after the results were announced. "Let's 

take our destiny into our own hands, let's not let others 

undermine our future," he urged as he placed his ballot 

in the box.  "The choice of president will influence the 

whole development of Bulgaria," said Kiril Petkov, who 

had called for a vote in favour of Rumen Radev, whom 

he described as "the man who has initiated the change".

Rumen Radev is popular in Bulgaria, especially because 

of his support during the summer 2020 protests. "He 

is a general, a strong man, categorical in his opinions, 

a moderate nationalist. He has created an image of a 

leader," says Anna Krasteva, a professor of political 

sociology at the New Bulgarian University.

"Rumen Radev is no longer considered as the man from 

Moscow. The classic lines of division in Bulgaria - East/

West, right/left - have been overtaken by a new theme 

common to all the elections this year: lassitude after ten 

years of Boyko Borissov (GERB)," said Antony Todorov.

Roumen Radev, who is 58 years old, comes from 

Dimitrovgrad, a city located in the east of the country. A 

fighter pilot, he was a member of the air force between 

1987 and 2016 and became its commander in 2014.

Supported by the Socialist Party, he was elected 

President of the Republic on 13 November 2016 with 

59.37% of the vote to 36.16% for his rival, Tsetska 

Tsatcheva (GERB).

Rumen Radev will officially start his second term as 

President of the country on 22 January. 

Corinne Deloy
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Results of the Presidential election of 14 and 21 November 2021 in Bulgaria

Turnout: 38.64% (1st round) and 33.70% (2nd round)

Candidates
Number of 

votes won (1st 
round)

% of votes won 
(1st round)

Number of votes 
won (2nd round)

% of votes won 
(2nd round)

Rumen Radev 1 322 385 49,42 1 539 650 66,72

Anastas Gerdzhikov 
(GERB) 610 862 22,83 733 791 31,80

Mustafa Karadayi 
(Movement for Rights and 
Freedoms, MDL)

309 681 11,57

Kostadin Kostadinov 
(Revival) 104 832 3,92

Lozan Panov (Democratic 
Bulgaria) 98 488 3,68

Luna Yordanova 21 733 0,81

Volen Siderov (Ataka, A) 14 792 0,55

Svetoslav Vitkov (The 
Voice of the People) 13 972 0,52

Milen Mihov (National 
Movement, IMRO) 13 376 0,50

Rosen Milenov (inde-
pendent) 12 644 0,47

Goran Blagoev (Republi-
cans for Bulgaria) 12 323 0,46

Veselin Mareshki (Volya) 10 536 0,39

Valeri Simeonov
(National Front for the 
Salvation of Bulgaria, 
NFSB)

8 568 0,32

Nikolay Malinov (Russian 
speakers for the revival 
of the homeland)

8 213 0,31

Tsveta Kirilova
(independent) 7 706 0,29

Aleksander Tomov
(Social Democratic Party) 7 235 0,27

Boyan Rasate (National 
Union -New Demoracy) 6 798 0,25

Marina Malcheva
(independent) 6 315 0,24
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Candidats
Nombre de voix 
recueillies (1er 

tour)

Pourcentage des 
suffrages obtenus 

(1er tour)

Nombre de voix 
recueillies (2e 

tour)

Pourcentage 
des suffrages 
obtenus (2e 

tour)

Zhelyo Zhelev (Society 
for a new Bulgaria) 6 154 0,23

Blagoy Petrevski (Union 
for Direct Democracy) 5 518 0,21

Yolo Denev
(independent) 5 394 0,20

Maria Koleva (Pravoto) 4 666 0,17

Georgi Georgiev-Goti 
(National Unification) 2 958 0,11

Source : https://results.cik.bg/pvrns2021/tur2/rezultati/index.html

https://results.cik.bg/pvrns2021/tur2/rezultati/index.html

