

Having problems in reading this e-mail? Click here


Tuesday 8th November 2016 issue 735


The Letter in PDF format The Foundation on and


The foundation application available on Appstore and Google Play


Europe and sovereignty: Reality, limits and outlook


 Brexit, populism and Euroscepticism have brought the theme of
 sovereignty back to the centre of debate. But what does the concept
 of sovereignty really mean in the 21st century? Indeed the term has
 to be defined and some theoretical ideas have to be introduced if we
 are to study and clarify the impact these ideas have on political
 decision makers, on their vision of the State and of the European
 Union. The variety of views about sovereignty in Europe is
 significant in terms of European policies, and the Union must take

 these into account so that it can move forward.
Read more
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Front page! : 
"No, we do not have to rebuild Europe!"


 In an editorial published on his site, Jean-Dominique Giuliani,

Chairman of the Foundation challenges the idea of "rebuilding" Europe.

He believes that it would be much better to try and adapt to new world

realities, and to reform certain policies... Read more

 
Elections : 

Results of the 1st round of the presidential election in Bulgaria

Ruman Radev, the Socialist Party (BSP) candidate came out ahead in
 the
first round of the presidential election on 6th November in Bulgaria.

 According to still incomplete results, with 25.7%, he drew ahead of
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 Tsetska Tsatcheva, the candidate of Prime Minister Boyko Borissov's

party - the GERB - who won 21.97% of the vote. They will face each


other in a second round on 13th November... Read more

 
Foundation : 

Brexit: what will the impact be on Ireland and its relations with the EU?

 Paul Molac, an MP in Morbihan (France), Chair of the France-Ireland

 Friendship Group at the National Assembly, is organising a conference
on
 8th November on "Brexit: quelles conséquences sur l'Irlande et sa
relation à
 l'Union européenne?" in which Jean-Dominique Giuliani,
Chair of the Robert
 Schuman Foundation will be taking part. Enrolment
obligatory... Read more

 
What kind of Europe is necessary to prevent it being ousted from history?


On 14th November Pierre Pascallon, Chair of the Club Participation et

Progrès is organising a conference at the Assemblée Nationale on the

theme: "Quelle Europe pour lui éviter de sortir de l'histoire?".
Pascale
 Joannin, General Director of the Foundation is taking part in
 this

 conference. Enrolment obligatory... Read more

 
Europe, an asset or a handicap?


 On 10th November the Journal du Dimanche, the University
 Paris-
Dauphine and the Connecting Leaders Club are organising E.day -
 an
 event that will bring together many major players from across
Europe

 to discuss the future of the European project. Jean-Dominique
 Giuliani, the
 Foundation's Chairman, Jean-Paul Perruche, a member of
the Foundation's Scientific
 Committee and Pascale Joannin, the General
Director will be taking part... Read more

 
Women's Leadership in Europe


 Pascale Joannin, the Foundation's General Manager spoke at the

 TEDxChampsElyséesWomen event in Paris on 4th November on the

leadership of women in Europe... Read more

 
Migration : 

The Council provides 200 million euro in aid to Jordan

On 4th November the Council decided to establish macrofinancial aid

 totalling 200 million € for Jordan. This is to be used to stabilise
 the
 country economically since it has been acutely affected by the

migratory crisis... Read more

 
Financial Crisis : 

ECB reducees the emergency liquidity cap for Greek banks

On 16th November, on the request of the Bank of Greece, the ECB

reduced the emergency liquidity cap for Greek banks bringing it down

to 51.1 billion €... Read more

 
Portugal adopts its 2017 budget

 On 4th November the Portuguese Parliament adopted on first reading the
 draft budget 2017, that is designed to reassure Brussels regarding the

 control of spending without ignoring the promise to ease up on
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austerity... Read more

Other link

OECD Report on Greece

On 7th November the OECD published a report on which it deems that

flexibility in terms of the economic restrictions pinpointed in a
number
 of sectors would have positive impact on the Greek economy of
around
 414 million €... Read more

 
Commission : 

The Commission invests more than 220 million € in low carbon projects

On 3rd November the European Commission approved investments to
 a
 total of 222.7 million € in view of supporting Europe's transition

towards a more sustainable, low carbon future... Read more

 
ECB : 

2 years of Banking Supervision

 On 4th November, on the 2nd anniversary of the introduction of
 banking
 supervision in the euro zone, the European Central Bank
 published
figures on the tools and goals of this measure... Read more

 
Germany : 

Growth outlook

The Panel of Economic Advisors to the German government revised its

 2017 growth forecasts downwards but raised those of 2016 and has
 asked
 the governments of the euro area to implement structural
 reform to
take over from the ECB's expansionist policy... Read more

Other link

Lowest unemployment rate in 25 years

 German Employment Minister Andrea Nahles, announced on 2nd
 November
that at the end of September 2016 the unemployment rate
 had reached
its lowest rate in 25 years (5.8%)... Read more

Other link

Tax revenues for the next few years

According to analysts from the work group responsible for forecasting

 tax revenues that met on 2nd to 4th November the Federal State,

(Länder) and the communities will be able to depend on tax revenues

of 695.5 billion €... Read more

 
Spain : 

New Spanish Government

After ten months of political paralysis Mariano Rajoy was invested on

 31st October as President of the Spanish government. On 3rd
 November
he unveiled the list of 13 ministers, of whom 5 are women,
 who will
make up his new government... Read more

Other link

Greece : 
Government reshuffle


Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras undertook a limited reshuffle to
 his

http://www.reuters.com/article/eurozone-bonds-idUSL8N1D81Q5
http://app.parlamento.pt/WebUtils/docs/doc.pdf?Path=6148523063446f764c304653546d56304c334e706447567a4c31684a53556c4d5a5763765455565451533942546b565954314e425230564f5245465451584a7864576c326279387977716f675532567a63384f6a6279424d5a5764706332786864476c325953395953556c4a587a4a664d6a42664d6a41784e6930784d5330774e4638794d4445324c5445784c5441304c6e426b5a673d3d&Fich=XIII_2_20_2016-11-04_2016-11-04.pdf&Inline=true
https://www.oecd.org/daf/competition/OECD-Competition-Assessment-Review-Greece-Preliminary-version-2016.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/daf/competition/OECD-Competition-Assessment-Review-Greece-Preliminary-version-2016.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3482_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3482_en.htm
https://www.bankingsupervision.europa.eu/about/ssmexplained/html/ssm.en.html
https://www.bankingsupervision.europa.eu/about/ssmexplained/html/ssm.en.html
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/government-economy/ecb-should-tail-off-bond-purchases-german-experts
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/government-economy/ecb-should-tail-off-bond-purchases-german-experts
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2016/11/04/strong-germany-bolsters-steady-eurozone-economy/
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/DE/Artikel/2016/11/2016-11-02-arbeitsmarkt-oktober.html;jsessionid=4C65E51A0817952CB0107F01B6CFB2E8.s1t2
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/DE/Artikel/2016/11/2016-11-02-arbeitsmarkt-oktober.html;jsessionid=4C65E51A0817952CB0107F01B6CFB2E8.s1t2
http://www.dw.com/en/unemployment-in-germany-falls-again/av-36230628
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/EN/Standardartikel/Press_Room/Publications/Brochures/2012-10-30-abc-on-taxes-pdf.html
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/EN/Standardartikel/Press_Room/Publications/Brochures/2012-10-30-abc-on-taxes-pdf.html
http://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/lang/en/presidente/news/Paginas/2016/20161103-newgovernment.aspx
http://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/lang/en/presidente/news/Paginas/2016/20161103-newgovernment.aspx
http://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/lang/en/presidente/news/Paginas/2016/20161031-president-of-the.aspx
http://www.ekathimerini.com/213449/article/ekathimerini/news/new-cabinet-faces-grueling-month-ahead


 government on 4th November to boost the confidence of the
 country's
 creditors and to retain popularity... Read more

 
Latvia : 

China-Central Europe Summit

On 5th November in Riga (Latvia) the 5th Summit bringing together

 China and the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe (16+1) took

place, with the aim of creating economic and trade links... Read more

 
The Netherlands : 

Strengthening of German, Belgian and Dutch cooperation to counter burglary

The German, Belgian and Dutch police forces are cooperating more
closely
 together in a bid to counter burglary following an agreement
 signed in
 Germany on 31st October... Read more

 
UK : 

British Parliament sovereign in the process of the UK's exit of the EU

On 3rd November the British High Court ruled that only Parliament has

the power to trigger the process regarding the UK's exit of the EU.
This
 decision is a setback for the British executive which wanted to
have the
 prerogative over the negotiations... Read more

 
Boris Johnson meets Frank-Walter Steinmeier


 On 4th November German Foreign Affairs Minister Frank-Walter

 Steinmeier met his British counterpart Boris Johnson in Berlin to

discuss the situation in Turkey and Syria as well as the UK's
departure
 from the European Union... Read more

 
House of Lords calls for closer relations with the UN


On 3rd November the Foreign Affairs Committee at the House of Lords

 published its report on the UK's future relations with the UN in the

context of the Brexit... Read more

 
Slovakia : 

European Strategy Forum for the Danube region

The ministers responsible for research and innovation of the countries

taking part in the EU's Strategy for the Danube adopted a declaration

 on 3rd November that aims to increase their regional cooperation...
 Read more

 
Iceland : 

Bjarni Benediktsson asked to form a new government

On 2nd November the Icelandic president Gudni Johannesson asked
 the
 leader of the Independence Party, Bjarni Benediktsson, to form a
 new
 government since it came out ahead in the elections that took
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 place on
29th October... Read more

 
Norway : 

Norway presents its programme for the Presidency of the Nordic Council 2017

On 1st November during a session of the Nordic Council Erna Solberg,

 Norway's Prime Minister presented her country's programme for the

presidency that it is to assume in 2017... Read more

 
Switzerland : 

Meeting between the German Chancellor and the Swiss President

German Chancellor Angela Merkel hosted the President of the Helvetic

Confederation, Johann Schneider-Ammann on 2nd November in Berlin.

After this meeting Ms Merkel said she was confident that a settlement

could be found regarding the delicate issue of free movement between

Switzerland and the EU... Read more

Other link

Council of Europe : 
Criticism of treatment and conditions of detention of migrants in Hungary


On 3rd November the Committee for the Prevention of Torture at the

 Council of Europe (CPT) published a report which criticises the

 treatment and conditions of detention of migrants and refugees in

Hungary... Read more

 
Czech Republic has to improve its corruption prevention measures


 In a report published on 2nd November the group of States against

 corruption at the Council of Europe (GRECO) called on the Czech

authorities to undertake in-depth reform to strengthen the prevention

 of corruption amongst judges, prosecutors and parliamentarians...

 Read more

 
The Secretary General warns Turkey


 The Secretary General of the Council of Europe,Thorbjørn Jagland

condemned the raid against the Turkish newspaper Cumhuriyet as well
 as
 the closure of 15 press organisations declaring that the country
 might
be brought before the ECHR if the state of emergency is used


excessively... Read more

 
Eurogroup Meeting


On 7th November the 19 euro zone Finance Ministers assessed the

 situation in Greece, Spain and Cyprus. They also discussed Banking

Union and the Member States' 2017 budgets... Read more

 
IMF : 

The IMF published a report on the economies in Central, East and Southeastern
 Europe


 On 2nd November the IMF published a report on the economies of

 Central, East and Southeastern Europe. Although most of them are

 experiencing growth, structural reform remains necessary to ensure

that this continues... Read more

http://icelandmonitor.mbl.is/news/politics_and_society/2016/11/02/leader_of_iceland_s_right_given_mandate_to_form_gov/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/europe-is-at-a-crossroads-and-needs-a-strong-nordic-region/id2518449/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/europe-is-at-a-crossroads-and-needs-a-strong-nordic-region/id2518449/
https://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-64369.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-64369.html
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/EN/Artikel/2016/11_en/2016-11-02-merkel-trifft-praesident-schweiz_en.html
http://www.coe.int/fr/web/portal/full-news/-/asset_publisher/VN6cYYbQB4QE/content/anti-torture-committee-critical-of-treatment-and-conditions-of-migrants-and-refugees-in-hungary?_101_INSTANCE_VN6cYYbQB4QE_languageId=en_GB
http://www.coe.int/fr/web/portal/full-news/-/asset_publisher/VN6cYYbQB4QE/content/anti-torture-committee-critical-of-treatment-and-conditions-of-migrants-and-refugees-in-hungary?_101_INSTANCE_VN6cYYbQB4QE_languageId=en_GB
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/greco/evaluations/round4/Eval%20IV/GrecoEval4Rep(2016)4_Czech%20Republic_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/greco/evaluations/round4/Eval%20IV/GrecoEval4Rep(2016)4_Czech%20Republic_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/turkey-secretary-general-jagland-concerned-about-state-of-emergency-measures-and-freedom-of-expression
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/turkey-secretary-general-jagland-concerned-about-state-of-emergency-measures-and-freedom-of-expression
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/11/07-eurogroup-jd-remarks/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/11/07-eurogroup-jd-remarks/
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2016/eur/eng/pdf/rei1116mp.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2016/eur/eng/pdf/rei1116mp.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2016/eur/eng/pdf/rei1116mp.pdf


Other link

UN : 
Entry into force of the Paris Climate Agreement


On 4th November the Paris Climate Agreement came legally into force,

thirty days after its ratification by the European Union and less than
a
 year after the adoption of this agreement, and just a fews days
before
 the next UN Conference on the Climate which will be taking
place in
 Marrakesh (COP22)... Read more

Other link

Eurostat : 
Unemployment down in the EU and the euro area


 According to Eurostat data published on 3rd November the
 unemployment
 rate lay at 8.5% in September 2016 in the EU, the
 lowest rate since
 February 2009 and at 10% in the euro area, the
 lowest rate since June
2011... Read more

 
GDP rise in the European Union and the Euro Area


According to data published by Eurostat on 31st October, during the

 third quarter of 2016 the GDP increased by 0.4% in the EU and by
 0.3%
in the euro area in comparison with the previous quarter... Read
 more

 
Euro area annual inflation rises by 0.5%


According to Eurostat estimates published on 31st October, the annual

inflation rate of the euro area was estimated at 0.5% in October 2016

against 0.4% in September... Read more

 
Publications : 

Sarajevo 1995: mission impossible

In his book published on 3rd November General Jean-René Bachelet,

head of the sector of Sarajevo as part of the UN's protection force in

 1995, reviews the role played by France in lifting the siege on

Sarajevo... Read more

 
Culture : 

57th international film festival Thessaloniki

The 57th international film festival is taking place in Thessaloniki
until
 13th November with the screening of over 17 films... Read more

 
Biennale de l'image en mouvement in Geneva


 From 10th November 2016 to 29th January 2017 the Centre for

 Contemporary Art in Geneva will be hosting the 15th Biennale de

 l'Image en Mouvement. This year 27 unique pieces of work
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(installations, shows, films) produced or co-produced especially by
the Centre for the
 occasion will be open to the public... Read more

 
New Van Gogh Alive experiment in Rome


A Van Gogh exhibition is taking place at the Palazzo degli Esami in

Rome until 27th March 2017... Read more

 
Paris Photo


 From 10th to 13th November the Grand Palais, Paris is hosting 153 art

galleries and 30 publishers from the world over to celebrate the world
of
 photography... Read more

 
British Library: the science of cartography in the 20th century


Until 1st March 2017 the British Library will be running an exhibition

"Maps and the 20th Century: Drawing the Line" which throws light on a

century of cartographic technology... Read more

 
Guggenheim: private collection of Hermann and Margrit Rupf


 From 11th November 2016 to 23rd April 2017 the Guggenheim of
 Bilbao is
 running an exhibition on the abstract art collection of
 Hermann and
Margrit Rupf notably with the presentation of works by
 Pablo Picasso,
Georges Braque and Fernand Léger... Read more

 

Agenda :

7
Nov

7th November

Brussels
Eurogroup Meeting

8
Nov

8th November

Brussels
Economy and Finances Council Meeting

11
Nov

11th November

Brussels
Meeting of the "Foreign Affairs" Council (Trade)

13
Nov

13th November

Bulgaria
2nd round of the Presidential election

14
Nov

14th and 15th November

Brussels
Meeting of the "Agriculture and Fisheries" Council 
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